ACT THREE

SCENE : The following day. Living-room in GENERAL PAUL VON
GROTJAHN'S house.

In the background, right of the audiencey doors. Heavy oak
furniture and leather-covered chairs. Over the writing-table
there hangs a big picture of King Frederic II. Over a low book-
shelf a picture by Anton Werner, "Founding of the German
Reich at Versailles." On the writing-table there stands a bronze
lion. In one corner, on a high pedestal, the bust of the Venus of
Milo.

Room and writing-desk are painfully clean and orderly. Pen-
cils, arranged in a row like soldiers^ lie on the desk which is
empty of papers and books. At times, while the General is
speaking, he takes a pencil and puts it in line, only a soldier
would understand why.

TRAUGOTT PIPERMANN stands in front of the General, who is
sitting at his writing-desk.

Paul von Grotjahn. What can I do for you, Herr . . . ?

Traugott Pipermann. Pipermann, Excellence, Traugott
Pipermann.

Paul von Grotjahn. Herr Pipermann.

Traugott Pipermann. Although I wanted to serve the
fatherland, yet the doctors refused me on account of a
chronic ulcer of the stomach, I wanted to underline
that, because there are evil tongues wagging. The ulcer
still gives me trouble.

Paul von Grotjahn. Interesting, Herr. . . .

Traugott Pipermann. Excellence, have you really and truly
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